A War Letter 
to my Fellow-members of 
The Theosophical Society 


THE WAR—ITS CALL FOR 
THEOSOPHY AND THEOSOPHISTS 


Dear Brethren, 

I wonder how many of my fellow-mem¬ 
bers I shall be able to reach with this 
War Letter which the calamity of war has 
called forth. I believe that I can reach 
the whole of the British Empire and 
France, but I doubt if this letter will reach 
neutral countries for some time, if at all. 
There are censorship restrictions as re¬ 
gards neutral countries, and special permits 
must be obtained for the despatch of mail 
other than the ordinary letter. I have 
made application to the Chief Censor for 
permission to send out our magazines and 
leaflets to neutral countries, and am now 
awaiting his reply. In the meantime these 
have to be held up. 
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As you all know, I have held the view 
that the world would probably avoid war. 
But the evil concentrated in the members 
of the German Government has proved too 
strong, while on the other hand the deter¬ 
mination of other countries has proved far 
too weak. The German Government has 
a leader, though he has temporarily sold 
himself to the dark forces and will redeem 
himself only at a terrible cost in suffering 
and frustration. Other Governments, ex¬ 
cept Italy, have only had politicians : and 
the result has been that time after time 
Right has been betrayed, however un¬ 
wittingly, into the hands of Might. 

But at last, in order to avoid an Atlantean 
disaster, if it can be avoided, the horrid 
clash of arms had to come, for Hitler 
perceived that he had against him a world 
divided against itself, and that he could 
still further divide it by subtle and sinister 
manoeuvrings. He has detached Russia. 
He has fortified Japan. He has secured 
the temporary aloofness of Italy, to what 
ends we shall see in due course. 

But better still he is able to count upon 
the neutrality of the majority of the na¬ 
tions of the world, at present leaving 
heroic Poland, Britain and France to bear 
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alone the heavy burden of resisting the 
ruthlessness of evil with their power for 
righteousness. How utterly true it is to 
say that those nations which are not 
against Germany are for Germany ! Every 
neutral country helps Germany with its 
neutrality, however much its people, its 
press and even its Government, may 
denounce in unmeasured terms the evil 
they know the German Government, but 
emphatically not the German people, to 
embody. 

My life as a Theosophist, as a deep 
student of the Truths of Theosophy, and 
especially as President of The Theosoph- 
ical Society, lifts me above all partizanship. 
True, I am an Englishman, and I am 
proud of my land. But I have never 
hesitated, under the great example of 
Dr. Annie Besant, to take Britain to task 
for the wrongs I may conceive her to be 
doing : and with Dr. Besant I was interned 
in 1917 by the British Government for 
adding my own voice to hers in demanding 
that India’s grievances be redressed and her 
just demands honoured. Furthermore, I 
am no longer young. I have passed my 
sixtieth year, and I am ascending out of 
the valleys of time with all its illusions 
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into the mountains of the Eternal where 
countries and faiths matter less and un¬ 
divided Truth matters infinitely more. 
Thus is it that I seek Truth everywhere 
and exalt the setting in which I find it. 

I perceive that the last war of 1914-1918 
failed in its purpose. Its high design was 
lost amidst petty wranglings, unholy greed 
and the criminally foolish belief that right 
could be ensured its throne through the 
exercise of arbitrary might. The last war 
in no way enthroned Right in any major 
country in any part of the world. During 
the intervening 21 years we have seen 
Britain still unwilling to give to India her 
rightful freedom, Japan expose her savagery 
in her invasion of China—helpless largely 
because she has retained her ancient cul¬ 
ture, Italy steal Abyssinia from her people 
and their rulers, and then proceed to the 
stealing of Albania. And then the long 
list of German atrocities and robberies, 
beginning with the extraordinary persecu¬ 
tions of the Jews, and continuing with 
dishonour after dishonour in the seizure of 
Austria and of Czechoslovakia. 

How futile was the last war, and what 
wonder that within a quarter of a century 
another war of a similar nature breaks out 
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to infect the whole world with its loath¬ 
someness ! The disease of war had only 
disappeared from the surface. It remained 
in the blood, only waiting an opportune 
moment to ravish the world with an 
intensity more violent than before. Hitler 
—veritable anti-Christ—has summoned 
the demons of war to his aid. They 
have responded to his call, and under their 
evil guidance, without warning, he pro¬ 
ceeds to spread through noble and heroic 
Poland unimaginable horror and misery. 

To save the world, war had to come, 
and Britain and France volunteered to be 
the first to stem the black tide of barbar¬ 
ism which was threatening to drown such 
civilization as there is. And Britain and 
France will carry on until a victory is won 
which will not only for ever destroy the 
spirit of Hitlerism and dictatorship, but 
will restore justice to the countries where 
justice has been set at naught, will give to 
India her due freedom, and make the 
whole world safe for every honest, freedom- 
loving and peaceful individual. I doubt if 
Britain and France yet know the real 
nature of the victory which they have been 
summoned to achieve. But the fuller glory 
of their righteous adventure will come 
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upon them as they make the great sacri¬ 
fices which the performance of duty so 
often entails. I pray that as time passes 
both the peoples of Britain and of France 
will more and more enter into their sover¬ 
eignty and at last themselves make noble 
terms with their vanquished adversaries, 
refusing to allow the politicians to repeat 
the criminal tragedy of the Treaty of 
Versailles. 

This war, however much it may seem 
confined to Europe, is in fact a world war, 
a war for the freedom of the peoples of 
the world, and for that true democracy 
which is government of the people by the 
people for the people. 

It is a war which shall remove lawless¬ 
ness from the United States, foreign rule 
from India, aggression from China, slavery 
from Albania and Abyssinia, from Austria 
and Czechoslovakia, and that suspicion, 
distrust and small-mindedness which have 
so devitalising a stranglehold over many 
European countries. Every country in the 
world shall dwell again in the splendour of 
the years of her foundation, and in a 
potent revival of the golden periods that 
have been hers. 
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How long will the war take ? Until 
Britain and France and Poland and other 
at present neutral countries know why 
there is war, that this war is a war for the 
regeneration of every people, and for their 
readjustment to the nobility of the national 
soul. 

I will not hesitate to say that no country 
in the world can dare to be neutral without 
dishonouring her soul. No country abreast 
of the changing times and sensitive to the 
larger issues which penetrate into every 
country’s policies can dare to stand idle 
while Might is seeking to abase Right. I 
do not believe for a moment that the people 
of any so-called neutral country are really 
neutral. I believe that they are helpless 
before the subtle machinations of their 
Governments, with ail the influences of 
big business, manoeuverings for place and 
power, and vested interests hemming in 
their Governments on every side. I can¬ 
not believe that the honest everyday indi¬ 
vidual and his family in any nation can 
possibly have watched the persecutions of 
the Jews and the brutal enslavements of 
innocent peoples, and the general savagery 
of the innumerable thrusts for power, with¬ 
out being horror-stricken and in a state of 
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bursting indignation. And when he sees 
two great nations determined at all costs 
to crush the evil, surely he cries out in 
thankfulness and himself feels the urge to 
demand that his own country shall under 
no circumstances be afraid. And there 
are surely millions of him. But finance 
may fear lest its wealth will vanish, busi¬ 
ness may fear lest its profits will dis¬ 
appear, politicians may fear lest their 
power will pass away, and Governments 
may fear that they will fall. So all these 
marshall the mighty forces at their dis¬ 
posal—the press, graft, terrorism, and the 
like and “ public opinion ” speaks. 

And while Poland is being bled to death, 
and while Britain and France hurl them¬ 
selves against the blackness without paus¬ 
ing to see whether any other country follows 
them, and without calculating the cost to 
themselves, many other countries become 
unworthy of their splendid traditions and 
records of heroism and sacrifice, in their 
short-sightedness imagining that this war 
is just a local dispute and by no means 
their war, and forsaking gallantry and chiv¬ 
alry for calculated prudence. But when 
I use the word “ country ” I mean its 
Government, its organized wealth, and its 
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various bosses. I can never mean its 
people, for everywhere I have found the 
people greatly willing, while the rulers are 
so often ignobly weak. 

Every moment that a British or a 
French or Polish soldier dies, every mo¬ 
ment that an allied warship is sunk with 
terrible loss of life, every moment of grief 
and sorrow allied women and children brave¬ 
ly bear, every moment ridden by anxiety, 
every moment of hardship laughingly borne, 
is a moment spent in bringing nearer to 
every neutral country a surer peace and a 
more abiding happiness. Yet how can any 
neutral country hope or dare to gain aught 
from a price which other countries have 
paid freely, but which it seeks to evade 
paying under the cloak of neutrality. I 
notice much sympathy expressed on the 
part of neutral Governments with suffering 
Poland, but such sympathy can only come 
from the lips, it does not come from the 
heart. 

What are Theosophists to do ? First of 
all they have to remember that Those who 
gave Theosophy and The Theosophical 
Society to the world in 1875 made these 
great gifts in part that the world might be 
helped through catastrophes such as these. 
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They knew the future. They knew the 
inevitability of the last war and the pro¬ 
bability of this war. And They desired to 
strengthen the world to purify itself on the 
funeral pyres of war, as well as to begin 
its new incarnation from the close of the 
nineteenth century. Therefore must Theos- 
ophists be ardent in spreading Theosophy 
in their respective surroundings so that the 
Truths of Righteousness may overcome 
the falsehoods of the unrighteous. As 
never before they must make Theosophy a 
living reality in their own lives and a beacon 
light to all around them. Also must they 
do all in their power to increase the mem¬ 
bership of The Theosophical Society. The 
life of Theosophy must find ever-widening 
expression in the membership of The 
Theosophical Society. I know well that 
the power of Theosophy and of The Theo¬ 
sophical Society can immensely help to win 
the war. Therefore is it that every Theos- 
ophist and every member of The Theo¬ 
sophical Society has in him a means to help 
to bring the war to its triumphant conclu¬ 
sion. He would be untrue to his Theosophy 
and to his membership of our beloved 
Theosophical Society were he to fail to use 
his power even to his exhaustion. Lodges, 
Sections, should be more alive than ever, 
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and while every Theosophist will do all he 
can to help those who are in charge of war 
services, whether as combatant or non- 
combatant, there must be some members 
who will be proud to fill the vacancies 
caused by calls to war work and to keep 
I the flag of Theosophy flying side by side 
with the flag of their country. Theosophy 
and The Theosophical Society must emerge 
the stronger because of the war. 

This war calls every Theosophist to be 
the noblest Theosophist he can, to share 
abundantly the Truths of Theosophy with 
all around him, and to exalt membership 
of The Theosophical Society as member¬ 
ship of the finest army in the world, the 
army of those whose flag is Universal 
Brotherhood. 

But this war also calls every Theos¬ 
ophist to the second duty which is now 
given to him to perform—the duty of 
doing all he can, in the very light of Theos¬ 
ophy itself and of his membership of The 
Theosophical Society, to bring near the 
triumph of righteousness by resolutely 
standing for the Right and for all w’ho are 
ranged on the side of the Right. 

I do not hesitate to say that if he be a 
citizen of a neutral country he should call 
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less than every other nation’s war, and 
unless Britain and France and Poland 
triumph India will certainly go through 
hell. But the Indian member has also the 
duty of preparing his country to receive the 
freedom which must be hers as a direct re¬ 
sult of the present war. He must help to 
plan and set forth in unmistakable lang¬ 
uage the exact nature of this freedom to-be. 
India must live under her own Indian-made 
Constitution and be in every way a self- 
governing nation, whatever her affiliations 
with Britain ; and this adjusting war must 
bring this about as it must no less bring 
about permanent relief to China, to Abys¬ 
sinia, to Albania, to Austria, to Czecho¬ 
slovakia and in richest measure to Poland ; 
as it must bring relief to the persecuted 
Jews and to all others who are subject to 
savage tyranny anywhere ; as it must settle 
the Jew-Arab situation in Palestine. 

But this second duty of which I have 
been writing is twofold in its nature. Not 
only must a Theosophist clearly under¬ 
stand the real purpose of this war as it is 
being waged on the physical plane. He 
must also realize that it is a war against 
cruelty everywhere, and he must intensify 
the efforts he is surely already making 
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against cruelty in the name of that First 
Object of our Society to which I am sure 
he gives most enthusiastic assent. 

This war is in truth, though perhaps 
most who are now waging it do not realize 
the fact, a war against cruelty to our 
fellow-creatures, against our cruelty to 
animals in all its many forms—vivisection, 
flesh-eating, blood sports and sacrifices, 
killing for personal adornment, and so 
forth. It is a war against that sinister 
ugliness which, entering into so many 
forms, is the precursor of cruelty and thus 
of war. 

No country, however neutral to a parti¬ 
cular form of war, dare be indifferent to the 
innumerable forms of cruelty prevalent 
within its frontiers. That most countries 
are thus indifferent is unfortunately true. 
But this war is a war to awaken the peo¬ 
ples of the world to a deeper conception of 
what cruelty really is, and to make them 
less and less neutral to the cruelty which 
at present they tolerate. I make bold to 
say that there would be much less neutral¬ 
ity on the part of some nations of the 
world had they the insight to perceive 
within themselves more cruelties than they 
do. Flesh-eating, vivisection, hunting, and 
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many other forms of cruelty, deaden refine¬ 
ment, dull the senses to quick perception 
of wrong. The more we ourselves practise 
wrong, the less are we able to perceive 
wrong, to distinguish wrong from right. 
And partly because of the cruelty taking 
place within themselves, their perceptions 
have been dulled to the real nature of the 
war, to the fact that it is an issue between 
universal Right and wrong. Many coun¬ 
tries are neutral, I think most countries are 
neutral, either because they are afraid, or 
because they are blind ; and if they are 
blind and afraid it is because their eyes have 
been hardened and their ears deafened. 
Britain and France also suffer to no small 
extent from hardened eyes and deafened 
ears, or perhaps they would have frus¬ 
trated the evil at an earlier stage of its 
growth. But they are at the centre of 
the storm, and thus have had the opportu¬ 
nity to act more quickly than many other 
countries. I pray that soon not a single 
country will remain neutral, so that there 
may arise a United Nations of the World 
to perpetuate peace and prosperity. But 
God forbid that a country should remain 
neutral to its own wrongs, to those wrongs 
which are continually taking place among 
its citizens—human and subhuman. 
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Against such wrongs a Theosophist should 
certainly fight, and in so fighting he would 
be a soldier indeed—taking part in the 
great war in an aspect of its assault on 
Hitlerism, for every cruelty, every wrong, 
perceived or unperceived, is as much a 
phase of Hitlerism as the Hitler we know 
only too well. 

I write thus definitely for it is my duty 
to share with my brethren the Truths I see 
so clearly. I do not write as President of 
The Theosophical Society but as a mem¬ 
ber of The Theosophical Society whose 
life, like the lives of his fellow-members, is 
brightly illumined by Theosophy and mem¬ 
bership of The Theosophical Society. 
Those to whom this letter comes may agree 
or may disagree with its very definite 
sentiments. But I am sure one and all will 
agree that never was a time in more urgent 
need of the Truths of Justice, Freedom 
and Harmlessness, than the present, never 
was a time in more urgent need than the 
present of that Universal Brotherhood of 
which these Truths are reflections. 

Members of The Theosophical Society 
should be able to hear ringing in their 
ears the Call to Arms against all wrong, 
and should instantly respond to it with all 
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the intensities of their natures—purified, 
made wise, strengthened, well-directed as 
these should be through Theosophy and 
membership of The Theosophical Society. 
This is indeed a time for Theosophy to be 
studied and most deeply pondered, and to 
be applied with all possible virility through 
the fructifying channels of our membership 
of The Theosophical Society. 

No single member can dare be inactive 
at such a time as this. He dare not be 
neutral. 

Whoso has felt the Spirit of the 
Highest 

Cannot confound nor doubt Him nor 
deny ; 

Yea with one voice, O world, tho’ 
thou deniest, 

Stand thou on that side, for on this 
am I. 

St. Paul was never neutral, for his Lord 
was never neutral, nor has any Saviour 
ever been, or any leader of men. There is 
no neutrality in the realms of Truth, nor 
in those of Freedom, or of Justice. 
Neutrality belongs to the lower regions of 
calculating convenience. 
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And we only use the word “ neutrality " 
in connection with The Theosophical 
Society as an indication that it is intended 
to include all that is the reverse of neutral 
in each individual member. Rather should 
we use the word “ universal ”, so as to 
make more clear the fact that the high 
purpose of our Society is to make its 
members active and anything but neutral, 
but so to shape its own general policy as 
to enable the non-neutralities, the anti¬ 
neutralities, to be at peace within the 
common fold of the Universal Brotherhood 
for which The Society stands. 

The Society is only neutral so that 
every member may have the freest op¬ 
portunity of being the reverse of neutral. 
The Society is universal and all-inclusive. 
This is its neutrality. 


October 1st, 1939 

The Theosophical Society, Adyar, Madras. 




In the terrible war now raging in 
Europe, and in which India as part of the 
British Empire, is involved, the duty of 
members of the Theosophical Society is 
clear ; to soften national animosities, to 
keep unbroken the ties of personal friend¬ 
ship though nations may be at war, to do 
all we can to calm the public mind and to 
check fanatical violence among the ignor¬ 
ant. This every member can do, with 
tact and discretion, among his own people. 
And we can look forward hopefully to the 
time when, even by exhaustion, the war¬ 
ring nationalities may again turn to peace, 
and may realise that national morality 
must rise to the level recognised as binding 
on all good men in their individual rela¬ 
tions, and thus substitute Law for Force, 
the right of Justice for the might of 
Strength. 

A. BESANT 
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